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Remembrance Sunday is another of the significant events 

in our church calendar which has been affected by the 

coronavirus pandemic. I am pleased that there will be a 

Civic Ecumenical Remembrance Service in All Saints 

Church this month on 8th November. The service in 

church itself will include almost all the usual tradi$onal 

elements including, I am delighted to report, members of 

All Saints Church Choir singing some anthems and hymns 

during the service. Sadly, the whole congrega$on will not be able to sing the hymns. 

We will once again be welcoming representa$ves of na$onal and local government, 

including the High Sheriff of Berkshire and our Member of Parliament, our local Mayor 

and some Town Councillors, as well as representa$ves of the armed forces, the 

emergency services and other voluntary organisa$ons.  

The main difference from other years will be the lack of the large congrega$on, of 

mainly young people, who usually a,end this service, having paraded through the town 

centre. There will be no parade to the church this year. Numbers in the church will be 

severely restricted. For those not on the official invita$on list there are about 25 seats 

available which must be booked in advance. See our website or phone the Parish Office 

on or before 2nd November. However, I am pleased that we are planning to live-stream 

the service to our YouTube channel. 

It is because of these restric$ons on Remembrance Sunday that we have issued a call 

for poems to be wri,en on the theme of Remembrance. We have started to see some 

poems coming in. There is s$ll $me to write yours and send it in. We plan to include 

some of them in the services on Remembrance Sunday, both in the morning services 

and in the Civic Remembrance Service at 3pm.  This year, as we honour the memory of 

those who lost their lives in defence of our country during the wars, it is natural that our 

thoughts and prayers will also turn to the memory of those who have lost their lives 

during this pandemic; and especially those whose service to the public placed them at 

greater risk. Some of the poems may reflect that also. 

November is a month in our church’s annual cycle of worship when we give thanks for 

those who have lived on earth before us. We remember those whose lives, and o7en, 

sacrifices, have contributed to our flourishing, or have been a shining example to inspire 
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our own way of life. Beginning with All Saints 

Day followed by All Souls Day, we follow 

through with Remembrance Sunday. In this parish we observe our general 

remembrance of loved ones on the Sunday a7er Remembrance Sunday, this year 15th 

November, with a Service of Commemora$on and Thanksgiving. This year we are not 

able to offer a general invita$on to the service; instead it will be limited to those 

families we invite, the funerals of whose loved ones have taken place in the last year. 

This year we will not be distribu$ng or receiving name cards to be added to the prayer 

cross. If you would like the name of a loved one to be included in the list of the names 

of those departed whom we read out, please email or phone the Parish Office. Because 

of privacy issues, among other reasons, we will not be live-streaming this service; 

though a recording of the sermon will be made available. 

During this month when we remember those who have completed their lives in this 

world we are also called to look with hope to a be,er world, to pray more earnestly 

than ever for the coming of God’s kingdom on earth as in heaven. So many of the great 

inspira$onal figures of the past lived in sure hope that God’s kingdom was coming, and 

they lived their earthly lives as if it were already here.  

This pandemic is bringing a $me of hardship and loss in our society, and in our 

economic life, for some, though not for all. As a church community we are not immune 

from these hardships. Both in our personal family lives and in the church as a 

community we are facing hardship and restric$on. In many ways it is a diminishment of 

our lives as a community, and church as we knew it may be feeling more distant. It is 

therefore even more necessary at this $me to remember: to rekindle within ourselves 

our memory of the hope and the promises of God which we hold dear.  

���������	
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The front cover this month shows one of our churchyard's more spectacular memorials.  

"Ici repose Mère Marie Ca$enne, Religieuse de la Présenta$on, Endormie dans la 

Seigneur le 20 Avril 1909 dans la 67
e
 année de son âge, après 50 ans de vie religieuse." 

h,ps://www.allsaintswokingham.org.uk/virtual-worship is the star$ng point to follow 

our live-streamed services.  You can register for an upcoming service there, or you click 

on the picture of the church to be taken straight to the YouTube channel. 
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The PCC met in a Zoom mee$ng on 6th October. 

A7er Dwelling in the Word and the acceptance of last $me’s minutes we discussed 

services for Christmas. 

We hope very much to be able to put on most of the usual services, at least in a modified 

form, with the theme being ‘Comfort and Joy’. We think it will be possible to have a 

Chris$ngle service, socially distanced, as with families of four we can accommodate up to 

125 people. 

Richard is hoping to put on a Nine Lessons and Carols Service on Christmas Eve, and 

there may also be three Crib Services. Midnight Communion will take place without the 

processing, and streaming is being looked into. 

With the wider community in mind we may be able to organise some kind of living 

Advent Calendar, and Carol Singing in Peach Place and there could be a one off Messy 

Church. 

Various measures for ensuring safety were discussed. There will also be an appeal for 

volunteers to help with AV streaming for Nine Lessons and Carols and extra sidespeople. 

Next we discussed ac$vi$es in the Cornerstone. These are being slow to resume and 

there is a considerable loss of income. 

In the Space for All update from Anne, unfortunately it doesn’t look as though we will 

have enough money raised to do all that we had hoped in the first phase if we want work 

to begin next year, and the plans will have to be trimmed. Phase 1A will be a package of 

work covering flooring, hea$ng, pipework, monuments and underfloor services. 

David told us that the church's web site has now been improved. 

The All Saints Fellowship told us that they have sadly wound down. 

The change of $me of the family service to 10am to coincide with the Parish Communion 

was discussed. We hope this will make it easier for some families to come back to 

church. 

We ended with Night Prayer . ��������� 

As usual these are the personal reflec$ons of the author and not the mee$ng's official record. 
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The combined APCM and Vestry Mee$ng was rather different this year.  It was held on a 

Tuesday evening, it was in October (delayed from April) and it was held online.  But 

nevertheless a good number of parishioners turned up for the event. 

Firstly the churchwardens were elected.  Geoff Davies stepped down this year but Alun 

James stepped up, so we s$ll have two wardens out of three.  It's great that Alun and 

Clive are willing to undertake this responsibility. 

Meanwhile we heard how the church has 267 signed-up members.  The Annual Report 

of 2019 was rather historical by the $me of the mee$ng but nevertheless there were 

comments on how wide-ranging the ac$vi$es at All Saints are.  We then heard about 

2019's accounts - apparently 2019's was some improvement over 2018 but 2020's 

finances will be really bad. 

The wardens reported that some of the minor items iden$fied in the 2018 quinquennial 

inspec$on had been addressed.  More long term issues (the nave roof, the parapet 

walls, the un-rendered puddingstone and the rainwater goods) are being considered 

within the spaceforall project. The same goes for the chalk pillars and other internal 

decora$ve surfaces.  The exis$ng light fiTngs con$nue to be monitored and it is likely 

that further replacements will be needed before the planned whole building 

replacement in spaceforall. 

The 2019 Cornerstone Report highlighted the second birthday of the Friday Lunch Club, 

the Night Shelter, changes among the regular hirers and the refurbishment of the 

kitchen and office. 

Then we got to the elec$ons: John Boylan joins Anne King and Peter Barre, on Deanery 

Synod but two slots remained unfilled.  Meanwhile at PCC level, Robert Vacher, John 

Burbury were re-elected while there were two internal migra$ons to ordinary PCC 

membership: Geoff Davies from being warden and Steve Smith from Deanery Synod. 

Finally the Rector gave his annual report.  He started by referring to a remark made in 

April 2019: "One thing that we will be very conscious of is that at some point in 2020, 

sooner rather than later I hope, we will not be able to worship in the church for a few 

months" - he was of course referring to the spaceforall project but what irony!  David 

then went on to commend the work done to help homeless folk last winter, indica$ng 

that for some it was a turning point in their lives.  Turning to the early months of 2020, 

David men$oned the way the congrega$on has cared for others during the Covid-19 

pandemic, Chris$an nurture groups, the online worship, and his hopes for the 

spaceforall programme. 
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A NOTICE ON THE DOOR  

It sounds a very li,le thing but the no$ce we have just posted on the door of the church 

is for the final stage of our geTng permission for the spaceforall work.   

All the plans are available on the web at a Google link (below) and the key ones can also 

be seen on the display at the front of the church in the south aisle. If you cannot access 

the web site and want to see all the plans, please contact the Parish Office and we will  

arrange a $me for you to view them.  

The Diocesan Advisory Commi,ee is the group that really looks at the plans in detail and 

they have recommended them to the Chancellor for his approval so we are hopeful that 

this last stage will be straighWorward.  

The plans have hardly changed at all since you last saw them, but we are changing the 

$mescale for doing them.  Rather than wai$ng to do everything together we are aiming 

to start work next summer so that we have the floor down and the open flexible space, 

hopefully with the toilets installed as well - in short the key things that will make this a 

real community asset.  Combined with the funding we have already spent on design 

work for the full project, we have a target of £1 million to raise by the summer.  

�������	�
h,ps://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wPgztTOwXbW0ItO2J1TK6FSP1LpLibg2?usp=sharing 

 

ON YER BIKE! 

There were two pieces of tarmac having a conversa$on in a pub. One was from the M25 

and the other older piece was from the M3. They were comparing traffic levels when an 

angry piece of green tarmac walked in. “Ooh he doesn’t look very friendly”, said the M3 

tarmac. “Don’t talk to him” whispered the M25 tarmac – “he’s a cycle-path!” 

Talking of cycle paths, did you know that part of the spaceforall project includes puTng 

in new cycle racks to encourage our congrega$on to use this healthier and 

environmentally friendly mode of transport? So, there is no excuse…..on yer bike!  
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Did you no$ce the silence on Sunday mornings during height of the lockdown?  No$cing 

the absence of something (as opposed to its presence) is a knack, but I certainly no$ced 

it in rela$on to church bells. 

Nowadays Sunday mornings are not quite as silent as they have been.  We are ringing a 

few bells.  But it is tricky because one has to maintain social distance for folk outside 

one's own household. 

So we can ring four or five bells.  If you recall that the bells are numbered 

1 to 8 and that they are posi$oned in a circle, you can see that we can 

easily ring numbers 2,4,6 and 8 (four bells) while 

maintaining some separa$on.  But the resul$ng music is not 

very palatable.  In order to make be,er music we need to 

ring five bells, but in order to do that we need two pairs plus one, where 

the pairs are drawn from the same household, such as a married couple. 

The great and good of the ringing fraternity are exploring ways of modifying the rules, 

but don't hold your breath for results.  The chances of us ringing six or eight bells in the 

near future are not high. 

Meanwhile what of our neighbours?  One of our close neighbours is the parish of Hurst 

and their Tower Captain says "We have resumed limited ringing at St Nicholas. We have 

been ringing since the restric$ons were li7ed in July, usually every other week to 

coincide with services. We have mostly been ringing four bells only, although have 

managed five on one occasion using two family groups plus a single. Ringing for 15 mins 

only as per guidance." 

Somehow St Paul's are ringing a larger number of bells than us.  Their Tower Captain 

tells me "We are fortunate in having a well ven$lated tower and ringing takes place 

with the door and all windows open. We have provided facemasks and hand sani$zer. 

The sani$zer is liquid high alcohol and leaves less s$cky residue. We hope the windows 

being open helps reduce the alcohol effects. We are also fortunate in having a number 

of ringers from one family bubble which enables us to ring up to eight bells when all are 

present and correspondingly less if not." 

In conclusion, if you enjoy hearing the bells (and who doesn't?) come early to All Saints 

and hear the hand-bell ringers, or just appreciate the tower bells and pray for a 

situa$on when life is more normal for everyone and we can all ring properly and 

joyously. ��������� 

�������� !����"�#�

Four bells OK            Five bells be,er 
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Near the end of the last century, in early 1999, the ringers asked the PCC to approve a 

major project to restore the bells and improve the physical environment in the tower.  

The PCC decided to include it as part of the much bigger Celebra$ng Community 

project, alongside building the Annexe's replacement (what we now know as The 

Cornerstone) and developing the churchyard into a community resource. 

The two halves of the tower project were very different.  Bell restora$on is a ‘once a 

century’ experience for an individual church but it is more or less rou$ne for the bell 

hanging trade.  Our needs were similar to the work on many other bell installa$ons and 

not very controversial.   

By contrast, the environmental need was much more specific to our tower, with fewer 

obvious precedents to follow.  Poten$al solu$ons would probably affect the historic 

fabric, and to work out what was prac$cal we needed to consult contractors who did 

not rou$nely work in churches.  

Approval for the environmental work was going to be harder than for the bell work, so 

in November 2003 when we had a provisional start date from the bell-hangers the 

project was split into two phases.  The bells came out a few weeks a7er The 

Cornerstone opened in summer 2004 and were back by October.  We imagined the 

other work could take a couple more years but it turned out to be much longer. 

In 2016, having jumped all the conserva$on hurdles, what seemed an acceptable 

solu$on – a glass screen behind the gallery archway and an air condi$oning unit – was 

only half approved.  The screen was installed that summer but we had to produce more 

evidence of the need for cooling.   

That was a blow because although the screen solved the problems of excessive 

temperature during the hea$ng season (and not being able to hear the bells during 

music rehearsals) it made the summer overhea$ng worse by enclosing the space.   

But with sensors to monitor temperature and humidity already in place, it was easy to 

measure not just how hot it got, but how o7en, and how it changed during a ringing 

session.  All the hard work paid off – the le,er gran$ng the faculty commended the 

‘admirably clear and full pe$$on’.   

The system was installed in October, with the work jointly funded by dona$ons from 

the ringers and the residue from the old Celebra$ng Community Fund. 

�������� !����"���"�$�����������
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Like most modern systems it can run in 

reverse to heat the room in cold weather, 

which uses less electricity than a normal electric heater would.  

It is ironic that installa$on finally came at a $me when most ac$vity in the tower is 

prevented by Covid-19 restric$ons, but when ringing does return to normal it will be 

easier to focus on the quality of the ringing without feeling hot and sweaty. 

It may also be symbolic that the long tail of the Celebra$ng Community project ended 

just as we all move into our next community focused project with SpaceForAll. 

For more informa$on see: allsaintswokinghambells.org.uk/ASProject/ 

����������
���
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David then went on to thank folk: Julie and 

Kevin stepping down from PCC; Judith and 

John stepping down from very long s$nts in Deanery Synod, Diocesan Synod and 

Bishops' Council; Geoff finishing a7er five years as a warden; Carolyn, Monica and Janet 

having contributed so much in the office; and Judi in managing the Cornerstone. 

He finished by saying "It is a challenging $me not only for us as a church community but 

for the whole of our society. It is as we support one another with the kindness and 

compassion God has for us that we will be able to find our way through and be salt and 

light to one another and to our wider community." 

�����	� ����
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Welcome to November's magazine.  As you can see, we are s$ll 

publishing under the scheme we introduced for dealing with Covid

-19, but there will be a decision about how the magazine should 

proceed at the PCC mee$ng on 3rd November. 

On page 19 you'll find an ar$cle by Lorraine Hodgson about the 

environment.  I would like to make saving God's planet a regular feature of this 

magazine - every month if possible.  So I would warmly welcome ideas and 

contribu$ons.  Apart from anything else, can you think of a snappy $tle? 

Lastly, I have received  complaints that there's not enough humour in these pages.  So 

you might just see the odd jokey piece slipping in.... 
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Do you like music?  If the answer is ‘yes’ (which surely applies to most readers of this 

advert), we need you to turn your list of favourites into an Eleven for Heaven ar$cle; 

see previous magazines.  Contact editor@allsaintswokingham.org.uk to talk about it. 

�������������&!�����

I would like to note the valuable contribu$on of the flower guild for their faithful efforts 

to produce beau$ful floral displays since the reopening of our church. 

The Harvest  arrangements were par$cularly lovely last month. and very eye catching. 

Bearing in mind that a larger range of people are visi$ng  every day at this $me, it is 

important that these displays con$nue to be made. 

Thank you to Gail and the team for all their work. 

I am sure I am not alone in being very grateful.� �

����
������
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I set off for my usual walk in pale sunlight, the 

scents of spring and summer a distant memory 

now, the damp smell of autumn all pervading. 

The crunch of leaves underfoot, the ground 

knobbly with acorns, horse chestnuts and 

sweet chestnuts, a feast for the squirrels and 

the birds. 

The sun is lower in the sky now and shadows 

are longer at midday. There is s$ll some warmth in the sun especially in sheltered spots. 

I spy some crimson Virginia Creeper leaves bright against the 

dark $mber of an old barn wall. The ivy berries have not yet 

turned black, but are a pale shade of green. Pyracantha has 

lots of red and orange berries ligh$ng up the hedgerows and 

I spot some plump holly berries clumped together at the 

ends of the branches of a holly tree. The abundance of 

autumn in gay profusion cheering up the season. 

The trees are slow to 

turn this year, but 

gradually they are 

going yellow and red, eventually turning brown. I 

watch the clouds scudding across the sky, the 

lovely patches of azure blue in between; I am in 

a more open meadow now, a few remaining 

flowers, yarrow and knapweed s$ll clinging on 

$ll the frost knocks them down. 

The fresh air and light winds have blown away 

the cobwebs. How good to feel alive and watch 

nature on my doorstep. 

I hope this ar$cle helps you feel refreshed.  

�������������
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Almighty and eternal God, 

from whose love in Christ we cannot be 

parted, either by death or life: 

hear our prayers and thanksgivings 

for all whom we remember this day; 

fulfil in them the purpose of your love; 

and bring us all, with them, to your 

eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Loving God,  

Thank you for all those who have shaped 

our lives, but whom we no longer see.  

Help us to remember them well, and trust 

that they are at peace with you.  

Amen 

 

Father, 

you know our hearts and share our 

sorrows. 

We are hurt by our par$ng from those 

whom we loved: when we are angry at 

the loss we have sustained, when we long 

for words of comfort, yet find them hard 

to hear, 

turn our grief to truer living, 

our afflic$on to firmer hope 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

O God of truth and jus$ce, we hold 

before you those people who have been 

injured or who have died in ac$ve service. 

As we honour their courage and cherish 

their memory, may we put our faith in 

your future; for you are the source of life, 

peace and hope, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

November is a month of remembering – remembering the saints who have gone before 

us, remembering loved ones who have died and remembering those who have made 

sacrifices in .mes of war and conflict. May these prayers inspire your own this month. 
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As we con.nue the conversa.on we are having as a church community about the 

climate emergency and our responses as a community, as households and individuals, I 

thought that it might be helpful to share some words of encouragement … 

Nature is cri$cal to our survival: it provides us with our oxygen, regulates our weather 

pa,erns, pollinates our crops, produces our food, feed and fibre. But it is under 

increasing stress with human ac$vity squeezing wildlife into smaller spaces, with many 

animal and plant species threatened with ex$nc$on. 

Scien$sts have iden$fied insect species as some of those at greatest risk with more than 

40% in decline and one third endangered. Moreover, the total mass of insects is 

declining by 2.5% per year which has stark implica$ons for pollina$on of food crops and 

the maintenance of healthy , resilient ecosystems. 

Yet, there have been some surprising and encouraging  discoveries when undertaking 

biodiversity studies in gardens. Perhaps you saw the 23rd October episode of BBC 

Gardeners’ World featuring Great Dixter in East Sussex? Or a magazine ar$cle about 

Great Dixter in Gardens Illustrated  ?  More diversity was found within the managed 

garden space than in either the wildflower meadow or the managed woodland that also 

form part of the estate!   

As farming methods have intensified with hedgerows and previously-managed 

woodlands in decline, the garden can prove to be a valuable refuge for many insect 

species that would otherwise be struggling to find sources of food, water or nectar. As 

you may be aware we have just begun a two year biodiversity study of our historic 

churchyard in conjunc$on with U3A and an important element of this will be the study 

of its insect popula$on. I’m hopeful that this too may bring forth some surprises!  

As you’re  probably aware, our four-acre churchyard is known to have existed for at 

least 800 years and although it has gone through many changes in management during 

this $me, it has a wide range of habitats and several trees of “veteran“ status. 

Moreover, for the past twenty years or so, it has been our aim not to use any pes$cides 

or weed killer so as not to adversely affect its delicate ecosystem. We have also ini$ated 

projects to encourage birds and bats by the building, si$ng and monitoring of boxes 

throughout the churchyard. Bug hotels for minibeasts were also posi$oned around the 

Gathering Space to support overwintering insects. Hopefully we can revisit some of 

�
	�� ��������������������&������
���
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  h,ps://www.gardensillustrated.com/feature/great-dixter-astounded-ecologists/ 

PAGE 20 
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Sunday 1st November 8:00 Tradi$onal Communion Service 

Trinity 21 10:00 Parish Communion (livestreamed) 

All Saints Day 10:00 Family Service in Cornerstone 

 

Sunday 8th November 8:00 Tradi$onal Communion Service 

Trinity 22 10:00 Parish Communion (livestreamed) 

Remembrance Sunday 10:00 Family Service in Cornerstone 

 3:00 Civic Remembrance Service  * 

 

Sunday 15th November 8:00 Tradi$onal Communion Service 

Trinity 23 10:00 Parish Communion (livestreamed) 

 10:00 Family Service in Cornerstone  

 3:00 Bereavement Service   ** 

 

Sunday 22nd November 8:00 Tradi$onal Communion Service 

Trinity 24 10:00 Parish Communion (livestreamed) 

Last before Advent 10:00 Family Service in Cornerstone  

 

Sunday 29th November 8:00 Tradi$onal Communion Service 

Advent Sunday 10:00 Parish Communion (livestreamed) 

 10:00 Family Service in Cornerstone  

 6:30 Advent Readings and Music 

 

Morning Prayer takes place on Zoom every day Monday – Friday at 9am. Compline (Night Prayer) 

takes place on Zoom once a week – now on Thursdays at 9pm.  

 

*       Limited advance $ckets only - see website or phone Parish Office  

**    We regret this is by invita$on only 

  

Our Advent and Christmas services are now published on the church website. All seats for 

special services must be pre-booked either through the church website or by phoning the Parish 

Office  

%�*������,�����

these ini$a$ves in the near future with your 

help and support. 

We can’t allow ourselves to be complacent by any means but I do hope that at this 

difficult $me in all our lives, we can take encouragement from recent findings that our 

con$nuing efforts will all play a vital part in providing much needed habitats for all 

creatures great and small. 

“No person too small – No garden too small – No churchyard too small”                  

�����������	
����
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Did you know that headteachers have had to become traffic planners in addi$on to 

their normal roles?  Well the Covid-19 emergency has certainly necessitated that at All 

Saints Primary School, the church's linked establishment.  Simply geTng the parents to 

deliver their children in the morning and to pick them up later has proved to be an art-

form, with a one-way system in force direc$ng parents to go right around the school 

and to adhere to a strict $metable. 

This is just one of the aspects of school life that's been disrupted by the epidemic.  To 

list just a few others: all teaching had to go online; teachers had to prepare lessons in 

both online and hard-copy formats; vouchers had to be organised to replace school 

lunches; everyone (staff, children and parents) had to become familiar with the TEAMS 

so7ware for video conferencing; special loans of PCs had to be made to school families; 

the church services at Easter, at the End-of-Year and at Harvest have all been cancelled 

with more cancella$ons in line; all the prepara$ons we had made for an imminent 

Ofsted inspec$on in February were wasted; all pupils are in 'bubbles'; the staff hardly 

mix with each other (except online); the headteacher's regular conferences with the 

Chair of Governors (me) either have to be online or in my garden.  And everywhere 

there are precau$ons and sani$ser and rules to be followed. 

So far there have been no Covid-19 infec$ons in school, but everyone's holding their 

breath on that score.  All this has placed an amazing strain on our headteacher Tracey 

Stanton and on her staff.  But so far (those words again) it's all working okay.  Please 

pray for Tracey and all her team at our school. 
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“In America . . . we have religion all over the place, but I’m afraid it’s not, in many cases, 

the genuine ar$cle. . . It does not reinforce a generous, hopeful, reverent aTtude 

toward other people” - the words of one of America’s greatest living authors, Marilynne 

Robinson speaking on BBC radio earlier this month. 

Our gospel reading this morning is one of those baffling bits of the Bible. Jesus tells a 

parable – a story to illustrate what the kingdom of heaven is like. A king gives a banquet 

for his son’s wedding. No-one he had invited is coming. He sends his slaves to persuade 

them. Some of the invitees kill some of those slaves. The king mobilises his troops and 

destroys the murderers and their city. Then the king sends out his slaves again, this 

$me to invite everyone they find out on the street, good or bad, so the banquet hall is 

filled. Then the king no$ces one of the guests is not wearing a wedding robe. The 

hapless guest is thrown, bound hands and feet, into outer darkness. The conclusion of 

the parable is the saying “For many are called but few are chosen”. 

It all seems a bit extreme. Even if just an inkling of the king’s feelings might be 

recognisable to any parents who’ve spent 

money on organising a lovely birthday 

party for their child at a pay per head 

venue only to see no-shows on the day 

without apology – it hardly gets to the 

level of mayhem and murder! The parable 

is clearly set in the background of the 

tradi$onal hierarchical society of the day 

– when local kings even within the Roman 

Empire would not tolerate any disrespect 

to their status and authority – when 

punishment for any kind of transgression 

– whether for murder or just for breaking 

social conven$on -  was harsh and 

dispropor$onate. 

So we might well wonder – in what ways 

if any is the kingdom of heaven – the 

kingdom we pray each day will come on 

earth as in heaven -  to be compared to 

this king who gave a wedding banquet for 

his son? Surely God is not like this 
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apparently petulant king who wipes out a 

whole city, presumably including people 

en$rely innocent of the murder of his slaves, 

and commits a guest to torture for not wearing 

the right clothes at a wedding? 

Part of the trickiness of dealing with this 

parable comes about because there is to our 

ears a much nicer – more palatable – version in 

Luke’s Gospel (Chapter 14). It’s the parable of 

the Great Dinner. The host is not a king 

commanding troops but a rela$vely ordinary 

land-owner with a single slave at his disposal. 

He s$ll gets angry when the guests of the 

dinner give excuses for not coming but sends 

his slave to invite the poor and the abandoned 

of the community in first, then later everyone, 

to fill up the hall. There is much less sense of 

the host being dishonoured by the refusers 

and judging them for it; and none of the guests 

is thrown out for wearing the wrong clothes. 

Instead the focus is on the openness and 

generosity of the host to those most in need in 

the community – underlining earlier teaching 

of Jesus about the true quality of hospitality 

which gives without seeking return.  

So what of the version of the parable we heard 

today? In a way it’s a different parable 

altogether from the one in Luke even if there 

are some similari$es in the story-line. The 

message is I think much closer to the point 

Marilynne Robinson was making about too 

much of the religion she sees in her country 

today being not true religion. 

In the parable we can iden$fy the king holding 

a wedding feast for his son with God sending 

his son Jesus into the world to bring God’s 

peace and joy. The wedding feast is so o7en in the Bible a symbol of the fulfilment of 

God’s purposes in a community of peace, and of freedom from sin. We can iden$fy the 

ungrateful and murderous guests with the other leaders of the $me.  We can iden$fy 

the slaves with the prophets of old who were o7en spurned by the people of Israel and 

Ma<hew 22: 1-14  Once more Jesus spoke 

to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom 

of heaven may be compared to a king who 

gave a wedding banquet for his son. He 

sent his slaves to call those who had been 

invited to the wedding banquet, but they 

would not come. Again he sent other 

slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been 

invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, 

my oxen and my fat calves have been 

slaughtered, and everything is ready; come 

to the wedding banquet.” But they made 

light of it and went away, one to his farm, 

another to his business, while the rest 

seized his slaves, maltreated them, and 

killed them. The king was enraged. He sent 

his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 

burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, 

“The wedding is ready, but those invited 

were not worthy. Go therefore into the 

main streets, and invite everyone you find 

to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves 

went out into the streets and gathered all 

whom they found, both good and bad; so 

the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

‘But when the king came in to see the 

guests, he no$ced a man there who was 

not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to 

him, “Friend, how did you get in here 

without a wedding robe?” And he was 

speechless. Then the king said to the 

a,endants, “Bind him hand and foot, and 

throw him into the outer darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.” For many are called, but few are 

chosen.’ 

$���'�!!�������-����
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some killed. What we need not do is map the 

ac$ons and aTtudes of the king in the 

parable onto the character of God. Here is an everyday story if you like which Jesus’ 

hearers and Ma,hew’s readers would well recognize - of how kings  - and now we 

would say some presidents too - and their cronies behave towards one another – the 

jostling for power and respect, the eagerness to kill and destroy, the honour disputes, 

the over-reac$ons to any sleight to their authority.  

In the parable the wedding feast, poten$ally a $me of joy and peaceful unity, became a 

contested and conflicted event because of those well-recognized human failings. It had 

if you like the form or figure of God’s kingdom but alas the substance was corrupted by 

ego$sm, power struggle and arrogance. In other words, the coming of the kingdom of 

heaven on earth, its substance of well-being and unity, jus$ce and peace, for which we 

pray, cannot be taken for granted – there are choices to be made. Though it is an ever-

present gi7 of God’s free grace and love, the opportunity to make those choices and the 

making of them must be worked for, struggled for, prayed for.  

And how is that good news you might ask? It is good news because it cuts through the 

illusions which power bases and elites in any community and society like to promote -  

that their rule, their solu$ons are indeed the nearest we can ever get to the kingdom of 

heaven – so be quiet and never protest.  This is consistently the message of hope in the 

biblical witness – God’s kingdom is never 

completely iden$fiable with a se,led 

condi$on or state of any human society 

because human self-interest will tend to 

bias it towards the benefit of one human 

power or another – instead God’s kingdom 

is not a state but an energy – a burning 

fire to purify and a pressing wind for 

change.  

Just as there are faulty jus$fica$ons for 

regimes of inequality in human society  - 

the rich are rich because they are brilliant 

entrepreneurs who have worked hard so 

they deserve it and the poor are poor 

because they are lazy and have no 

ambi$on, for example -  so also there are 

faulty jus$fica$ons for regimes of 

unkindness or injus$ce in religious 

ins$tu$ons and communi$es – Roman 

Catholic divorcees who remarry cannot 

receive communion because they are 

$���'�!!�������-����
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living in a state of sin and receiving 

communion is only for those who have 

confessed and repented of their sin, for example. That may be the sort of example 

Marilynne Robinson had in mind when she said that too much religion in America does 

not reinforce a generous, hopeful, reverent aTtude toward other people, though I 

suspect it was more likely she was thinking of Chris$ans who denounce others who 

have ways of life different from their own narrow views, or Chris$ans who ignore the 

plight of the poor and the marginalised not only in the rest of the world, many 

struggling with climate change, and other emergencies, but also even in their own 

country, the most unequal of developed economies.  

Nor can we be complacent about the genuineness of religion in our own country either. 

Today on this na$onal Safeguarding Sunday, the Church of England ins$tu$onally is s$ll 

reeling to absorb the shocking and shameful findings of the na$onal child abuse inquiry  

released last Tuesday, that it has failed to protect children and young people from 

abusers in its ranks. True religion the words of the Apostle James tell us is to care.. to 

care for the vulnerable and those in distress. 

The message of this parable and other similar apparently nega$ve teachings of Jesus in 

the gospels is posi$ve;  because it gives us confidence that our hope and prayer for the 

coming of God’s kingdom on earth as in heaven is more than a dream never realised – it 

is a powerful agent of change. Our faith is in the Resurrected Lord whose life springs 

ever new in us and in our community – to change us and to change the world. It cannot 

be taken for granted – it is about choices which have to be struggled for. That is why the 

Apostle Paul urges the Chris$ans at Philippi to embrace that struggle with joy - to be the 

change they want to see – to make the posi$ve choices:  

“Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever 

is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 

there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things 

that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace 

will be with you.” 

$���'�!!�������-����

HUMOUR COURTESY OF JOAN THOMASON 

My genera$on thought that fast food was something you ate during Lent, a Big 

Mac was an oversized raincoat, crumpet was something you had for tea, 

sheltered accommoda$on was where you waited for a bus, and you kept coke 

in the coal-house. [Joan Collins] 

The Archbishop of Westminster Cathedral who had just been made a cardinal 

by the Pope asked a 7-year-old boy if he knew what a bishop was.  "Oh yes," 

said the boy, "he is the one who moves diagonally across the board."  
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16 Days of Ac'vism Against Gender Based Violence 

This annual interna$onal event begins on 25th November and is the $me of year when 

we especially focus on campaigning against all forms of gender-based violence.  At the 

Annual Mee$ng in Edinburgh a few years ago, there was a display of shoes gathered 

from people who had le7 damaging situa$ons.  The display contained an extremely 

wide variety of shoes including some men’s shoes which highlighted the fact that 

vic$ms of domes$c violence come from all walks of life.  The idea has been repeated in 

local churches providing a focus for prayer and contempla$on. 

This year, within the 16 day period, 5th December is the first ever Mothers’ Union 

Global Day when we we will say ‘’No more 1 in 3’’ in response to the sta$s$c that 1 in 3 

women worldwide will experience domes$c abuse in their life$me.  We are encouraged 

to take part in our virtual protest and there are a number of online events free to 

a,end. 

Please see the MU website for further resources. 

MU Cookbook 

MU has produced a ‘Food and Fellowship’ cookbook, which features a variety of recipes 

from members and clergy around the world, special prayers and graces and a foreward 

from our worldwide president.  It is marketed as a lovely reminder of what a global 

movement we are.  Priced at just £5.00, it could solve that annual dilemma, ‘What can I 

give (name) for Christmas?’  Copies are available from MUe; if there is sufficient 

demand for MU merchandise including the Cookbook, we can place a branch order and 

save the postage; you can of course order individually. 

Please con$nue to pray for the work of Mothers’ Union.  Unfortunately we are s$ll 

unable to meet in person but mee$ngs and resources from Mary Sumner House are 

available online at www.mothersunion.org and also at  www.muoxford.org.uk   
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Always go to other people's funerals otherwise they won't come to yours.  

Millions long for immortality, but do not know what to do with themselves on a 

rainy Sunday a7ernoon.  
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First a few names for those with longer memories.  In November 1995, our 

churchwardens were Mike Boyd, Sylvia Haslam and Derek Milner. There were three 

Readers: Colin James (what became of him?), Brian Johnson-Roberts and Tony Kemp.  

The Director of Music, Huw Jenkins, had a deputy in Andrew Cummings.  Bob Boyd was 

verger.  And assis$ng Brian Bailey were The Revd. Ernest Fiddaman and, newly arrived, 

The Revd. Alison Duff. 

The magazine carried a profile of Alison.  Her deprived childhood in Aberdeen was 

alleviated from the age of seven by loving Chris$an foster parents.  She became a 

Chris$an at thirteen during a youth fellowship camp and at a young age met and 

married her husband Andy.  Andy was ordained in 1986 and Alison decided to be 

confirmed into the Anglican church and in due course to put herself up for the ministry.  

"You have an hour to persuade me why I should ordain you," she was told by the 

bishop.  She went on to serve her $tle in Banbury and while there Alison founded 

Breakthrough, a self-support group for Adult Survivors of Sexual Abuse. She joined All 

Saints in parallel with her husband who was on the clergy team in Bracknell. 

Meanwhile another part of the magazine described the crea$on of the post of a 

Wokingham Schools' Worker.  It sprang from Churches Together in Wokingham and had 

taken about three years' gesta$on.  The first such worker was Jon Beardon, who was to 

work part-$me on quite a few aspects - support to those teaching RE and PSE, taking 

assemblies, seTng up Chris$an Unions and finally seeking to promote the 

understanding and awareness of Chris$anity in schools. 

Jack Hayley's piece looked back over the five years' existence of the Healing Prayer 

Group.  He recapitulated the objects of the Healing Ministry, using deliberate 

hyphena$on as shown here: "To endeavour to achieve a state of peace in 

circumstances of dis-ease of the body, mind and spirit, through the healing grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ."  He went on "The use of the words 'peace' and 'dis-ease' are 

important because healing, in this context, is not only about curing diseases of the body 

in some miraculous way.  It is more about coming to terms with a disturbed state of 

body or mind and, in so doing, achieving a state of peace which in itself can bring about 

a posi$ve healing but, failing that, an acceptance that, although we con$nue to suffer, 

God has a purpose in exposing us to the experience, and that we will be stronger as a 

result." 
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“Give therefore to the Emperor the things that are the Emperor’s, and to God the 

things that are God’s” 

During the first Trump/Biden televised debate, Trump interrupted Biden 73 $mes, 

talking over the top of him and refusing to let Biden answer. Even when challenged 

about his tax returns and whether it was right that the mul$ billionaire should pay only 

$750, Trump’s response was dismissive. As Biden tried to say that the rich were geTng 

richer during the Covid pandemic whilst the poor were suffering, Trump denied any 

wrong doing and actually lauded himself for ‘working the system’.  

I was le7 wondering how Jesus would have reacted to that claim and indeed how he 

would have done in such a debate with Trump. But of course Jesus was not without his 

cri$cs. In par$cular the constant challenges and harassment that Jesus received in 

public at the hands of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Thinking about how some of them 

‘worked the system’ for their own benefit I recalled the incident when the Pharisees 

tried to trap Jesus on the subject of taxes. If you remember, it was a poorly disguised 

and poli$cally dangerous ques$on  ‘Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to the emperor, or 

not?’  It may sound like a simple ques$on but the ramifica$ons of a wrong answer were 

considerable.  

CENSUS AND TAX 

In 6 AD Publius Sulpicius Quirinius was appointed Imperial Legate (governor) of the 

province of Roman Syria. In the same year Judea was declared a Roman province, and 

Quirinius was tasked to carry out a census of the new territory for tax purposes. This 

new territory was one of the three por$ons into which the kingdom of Herod the 

Great had been divided on his death in 4 BC; his son Herod Archelaus was given Judea 

but complaints of misrule prompted his removal and Judea and Samaria were placed 

under direct Roman rule, although Galilee and other areas remained autonomous. You 

may note that the dates for the census and the death of Herod in 4 BC appear to 

contradict Luke’s na$vity story. There are strong arguments to suggest that this was not 

the first census and that Quirinius had served a previous term in Syria – the reality is 

that some of Luke’s informa$on may have been confused rather than wrong.  

The point is that there was a census, and this required men to register and declare their 

resources and estate. The tax was in effect a poll tax of the Jews and provoked the 

wrath of the country. In Acts 5 v37 we read that Judas of Galilee led a revolt which was 
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suppressed only with some difficulty. Many 

scholars date the origin of the Zealot party 

and movement to this incident. By the $me Jesus was fulfilling his ministry this tax was 

a constant and bi,er reminder of Roman subjuga$on. 

Let’s not forget that at his trial before Pon$us Pilate, Jesus was accused of promo$ng 

resistance to Caesar's tax. 

Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 

And they began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our 

na$on and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he 

himself is Christ, a king.” (Luke 23:1-4) 

So, the Pharisees’ ques$on was a trap. If Jesus had said yes to paying the tax, then the 

people would have disowned him for suppor$ng the occupying forces. If he said no, 

then the Pharisees would have him on a charge of s$rring up revolu$on against Rome 

and he would be liable to arrest.  

AVOIDING THE TRAP 

But Jesus’ reply was not what they are expec$ng and is why he would have been far too 

clever for Trump. They should have been warned when Jesus asked to see a coin. In 

itself a harmless ques$on, except Pharisees could never carry coins portraying the 

image of an Emperor and bearing an inscrip$on which proclaimed him divine. It was 

idolatry and therefore having such a coin on Temple grounds was blasphemous. It’s an 

effec$ve putdown but then this was not a point-scoring televised event. Jesus was 

certainly not falling for the trick and about to reveal to anyone his views on paying taxes 

or on how governments conduct their business. However, in true poli$cal style, Jesus 

does take the opportunity to highlight a far greater concern.  

Governments are necessary, taxa$on may be necessary, and we all have views on how 

the country should be run. So, in this case. render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s but, and 

here’s the killer punch, don’t ever forget what is due to and belongs to God.  

But what exactly is that?  

EVERYTHING IS GOD'S 

In a conversa$on with a friend, he offered a thought that everything we are or have is 

God’s. He argued that we are told in Genesis 1 v27 that “God created man in his own 

image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them” and we 

profess in liturgy that “Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the 

splendour, and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things 
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come from you,” so there is some support for 

this viewpoint.. 

But how prac$cal is it to put this into ac$on in our daily lives?  Contrary to the above 

statement we seem to be owned by any number of people or things; families, 

employers, organisa$ons, governments, debtors, creditors, even possessions 

some$mes. There’s scarcely enough $me in the day to do all the things we have to do 

let alone all the things we should be doing or want to do. It’s a bit difficult to get away 

from all this ‘rendering unto Caesar business’.  

 Ralph Waldo Emmerson the American poet is accredited with some great quotes – he’s 

the guy that coined the phrase ‘many a good tune being played on an old fiddle’ but the 

one I like is “The civilized man has built a coach, but has lost the use of his feet.” Have 

we really built a coach; are we in danger of geTng so caught up in our lives that we 

forget the basics and start building a compartmentalised God that we only get out at 

10:00 am on Sundays?  

GOD IN OUR LIVES 

Well, hopefully not. When you think about the number of people offering support and 

help to others, par$cularly during the pandemic, when you see the power of the 

hurricanes and the beauty of the leaves on the trees changing colour; when you see a 

new born baby, they are all indica$ons that God is ac$ve in our lives. Maybe we just 

don’t look on these ac$vi$es as being spiritual or Godlike. Some people get it, but many 

just dri7 along taking it all for granted. As we approach Advent maybe it’s a good $me 

to think about where we stand and whether we really do take God for granted. 

We are told that the Pharisees went away ‘amazed’ at Jesus’ answer (and poli$cal 

savvy). Well, you can interpret this in several ways but I suspect amazed is the wrong 

word to use. Annoyed maybe, frustrated possibly but then they were trying to catch 

Jesus out and had failed. They missed the point of Jesus’ words. Ironic really, 

considering that at least twice a day they would have said the words of the Shema; 

“Listen, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord alone, and you shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, all your being, and all your might.”  (Deut. 6 vv4-5). Did these 

words carry any meaning for them or were they just part of the rou$ne? It would be 

nice to believe that they suddenly realised that they’d lost their way, but sadly, history 

doesn’t really support that conclusion.  

In our case maybe we can try and be more aware about what God is doing in our lives. 

A7er all, “God is for life, not just Christmas”.   Amen 
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As we approach November we are already thinking about the fes$vals that happen 

towards the end of the year. A busy $me for the Flower Guild. Our patronal fes$val for 

All Saints which this year Sunday lands on the 1st, Remembrance will be the following 

week and Advent this year lies in November. Many hands are needed but special efforts 

are required to maintain our social distancing in the vestry, especially, crea$ng a safe 

environment. We all need to mindful of this when engrossed in our flower arranging.  

 

Christmas Workshop 5th December 10am 

As we will not be able to hold our usual Christmas Workshop in the Cornerstone this 

year due to the restric$ons, Sue Hedley is looking at a “Zoom” demonstra$on/workshop 

on Saturday 5th December 2020 star$ng at 10.00 am where you can arrange at home 

along with Sue online.  

Sue will issue a “zoom” invita$on link via e-mail which you only need to click on to 

connect.   

If you would be interested in joining such a demonstra$on/workshop via Zoom, please 

let Sue know soon on suehedley@jag.org.uk or 0118 979 1689. 

 

Rota 

1st November All Saints Jane Mellor, Alison Jeffrey, Gail Houghton  

8th November Remembrance Members of the Flower Guild  

15th November  Val Briault, Hazel Ma,hews  

22nd November  Sue Hedley, Angela Wade  

29th November Advent Members of the Flower Guild  

 

 

Dates for the Diary 

Sat 5th December Christmas Workshop Watch and join in from the Cornerstone  

Fri 25th December Christmas Arranging on Tuesday 22nd Dec 9.30am  

RHS Wisley is opening their light show event again this year but many slots are already 

fully booked so you need to be quick  
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A simple puzzle this month.  The sentences below have a variety of deliberate mistakes 

in them..  Can you work out what they are? If you get six or more, email the editor on 

editor@ allsaintswokingham.org.uk  No prizes but you will get a name-check. 

1) The twelve apostles were Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, 

Bartholomew, Ma,hew, Thomas, James (son of Alphaeus), Judas (son of James), 

Thaddeus and Judas Iscariot. 

2) St. George was adopted as patron saint of England in the days of Edward II and 

and the Hundred Years’ War. His feast day is celebrated in April 23. England's flag 

bears the Red Cross of Saint George on a white field. 

3) Genesis's days of crea$on are (1) Light/Dark, (2) Dry Land/Sea (3) Vegeta$on, (4) 

Moon/Stars, (5) Sea Creatures/Birds, (6) Land Creatures/Humanity. 

4) St Catherine of Alexandria was, according to legend, killed on a spiked wheel. 

5) Only Ma,hew tells us both accounts of the feeding of 4000 men, women and 

children AND the 5000 men, women and children. 

6) According to tradi$on, if it rains on Saint Swithun's bridge in Winchester on his 

feast day (15 July), the rain will con$nue for fi7y days. 

7) The churches addressed in the early chapters of Revela$on are Ephesus, Smyrna, 

Pergamum, Thya$ra, New York, Philadelphia, Laodicea. 

8) Under the Church of England's Table of Kindred and Affinity a man may not 

marry his father's sister's daughter. 

9) The book of Ecclesias$cus includes the famous poem: For everything there is a 

season, and a $me for every ma,er under heaven: a $me to be born, and a $me 

to die; a $me to plant, and a $me to pluck up what is planted; .... 

10) All Saints has eight bells mounted for 'full-circle' ringing (as it is known). They 

range from the Treble (the lightest bell) to the Bass (the heaviest). 

EDITOR’S PLEA 

Are you a reader of this magazine or a contributor?  This publica$on is not just for the 

congrega$on; it’s also by the congrega$on.  Think what you could chip in. 
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Congratula$ons to these 

correspondents who all 

successfully completed the puzzle: 

 Barbara Smith 

 Colin Campbell 

 Sheila Longley 

 Mary Spence 

 Joan Thomason 

 Robert Vacher 
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Members of the healing prayer group are: Gill Allen, Rosemary Sturmer, Maggie Davies, 

Joan Thomason, Joan Wa,s.   

Confiden$ality is assured. 

Our God 

Your Word says that YOU answer and deliver people when they call on your name. 

So we ask that you would heal and protect those who are sick with Covid 19, we pray 

for a cure for this Coronavirus.  We pray for support and comfort for everyone affected 

by this situa$on and an end to this darkness with a posi$ve recovery for the worldwide 

economy. 

We will con$nue to praise You, even as we wait for answers. 

Isaiah 41 v10:  ‘So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, 

for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you;  I will uphold you 

with my righteous right hand.  
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It was good to read in the Parish Magazine that All Saints is 'bat free' ! 

This brings to mind the rather old and corny story of the three vicars whose parishes 

adjoined each and who met once a month to exchange news of their 

individual parishes.  During their talking the first said he was fed up with the bats in his 

church - they were dirty, everything had to be covered up and the church cleaned 

before each service.  He said even though they were a listed species and not to be 

disturbed he managed to scoop them up into a sack and went out into the surrounding 

countryside and released them hoping they wouldn't find their way back - but they did 

every $me.   

The second vicar confessed that he had the same problem but on his day off took them 

in his car far away to the coast and released them there with the same hope that they 

wouldn't come back - but they did.  The third vicar said to his colleagues 'you've got is 

all wrong - what I do is to get the Bishop to come and confirm them and they never ever 

come back again' 
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Parish Clergy and Ministers 

Rector The Revd. Canon David Hodgson 0118 979 2999 
Associate Priest  The Revd. Hannah Higginson 0786 093 0547 
Honorary Priest The Revd. Colin James 0118 978 1515 
Authorised Lay Preacher John Boylan 0785 032 2334 
Churchwardens Clive Charlton 0118 978 9153 
 Alun James 0782 685 7081  
Deputy Churchwarden Anne King 0776 892 3608  
Deputy Churchwarden John Burbury 0780 920 2086  
Churchyard Steward John Smith 0118 979 0948 
Parish Administrator  Janer Hodgson  0118 979 2797 
Children and Youth 

Safeguarding Co-ordinators Judi Arnold 0118 977 2981 
 Tom Lochhead 0779 121 0955 
Children’s Advocate Judi Arnold 0118 977 2981 
Crèche Leader  Rachel Davis 0118 978 2602 
Junior Church Contact Rachel Warren 0774 818 7347 
Worship and Music 

Director of Music (inc. Choir) Richard Smith 0118 979 2797 
Head Server Rachel Knowles 0118 348 8813 
Bible Readers’ rota  Sophie Sco, 0118 978 0463 
Tower Foreman Jane Mellor 0118 979 2037 
Flower Guild Chairman Gail Houghton 0118 977 5530 
Wedding Flowers Angela Wade 0778 079 7458 
Worship Rota & Prayer Lists The Revd. Colin James 0118 978 1515 
Daily Prayer Group Contact Clive Chaney 0118 978 9374 
Parochial Church Council 

PCC Secretary  Vacancy  
PCC Treasurer  Anne King 0776 892 3608 
Finance Officer Alan Nolan  0791 705 5534 
Gi7 Aid Co-ordinator Peter Whi,aker 0118 978 6225 
spaceforall project lead Anne King 0776 892 3608 
Electoral Roll Officer Harriet Swinyard 0118 962 9313 
Pastoral Care  

Pastoral Care Team Coordinator Jo Robinson 0118 978 9730 
Home Communion Barbara Smith 0118 979 4407 
Healing Prayer Group Gill Allen and Rosemary Sturmer 0118 979 2797 
Bereavement Care Claire Jones 01344 301888 
Bap$sms, Weddings, Funerals  Parish Office 0118 979 2797 
Transport Co-ordinator (church services only)  Lorraine Hodgson 0118 979 2797 
First Aid Co-ordinator Vacancy ____________ 
Pastoral Care Team Members 
Pam Gilbey, Jo Robinson, Barbara Smith,  Jennifer Spratley, Gill Lynch, Clive Charlton, Claire 
Jones, Sue Howard 



  

 

Bap'sms  ························································································································  

27 September Penelope Francesca Plested 

18 October Louisa Knight       

Burial······························································································································  

7 October Ellen Chris$ne O’Brien Age 86       

Burial of Ashes   ··············································································································  

7 October Mary Majella O’Brien Age 56 

10 October Vera Isherwood Age 85 

13 October Margery Lymath Age 95   

Funeral in Church followed by Burial at St Mary’s, Wargrave  ········································  

16 September Lucy Rose Whitehead Age 22       

At Easthampstead Park Crematorium   ···········································································  

25 September Nichola Jane Rawlinson Age 38 

19 October Desmond John Harding Age 72        

Communicants Recorded 

 Number of Sundays 5 

 Communicants on Sundays 268 

 Communicants on Weekdays 7 

�����$����������	���������

area of damaged, so7 chalk clearly visible 

should you look for it. Maybe here is a hint 

that all the inside walls were of chalk before the Victorians rendered the insides as well 

as rebuilding the outer walls. Either side are two books of remembrance. To the south is 

the Bri$sh Legion book and to the north is 

the book lis$ng the cremated remains that 

have been sca,ered in the churchyard a7er 

space ran out for internments. 
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The new lengthened chancel is suggested as one example of 

Mr. Woodyer's Victorian architecture at its best. 

The reredos is by an unknown sculptor but the carving is 

deeply cut and the detail fine. The wall marble was at one 

$me hidden behind curtains and in many mid 20th century 

reordering of churches 

similar finishes have been 

removed. Here at All Saints 

it remains as installed by 

Mr. Woodyer. The same marble can be seen in edging 

of the steps of the sanctuary. 

The carpeted floor of the sanctuary and dais is very 

recent and will be removed as part of our planned renova$ons. This will expose the 

original floor $les installed by the Victorians and restore this part of Mr. Woodyer's 

design to complete the whole reconstructed sanctuary. The brass eagle lectern has 

been replaced by a lighter wooden one that is more easily moved. The two chairs either 

side of the main altar could also be the ones shown in that same 1860's coloured 

picture (see June Magazine). 

To the south is the extension of the south aisle. This 

is now known as the Lady Chapel, not a chapel 

solely for ladies but, dedicated to the mother of 

Christ. It was fi,ed out in 1907 when Mrs. Katherine 

Walker had it re-floored and 

furnished in memory of her 

husband the Rev Alfred 

Walker. In 1972, Miss Margaret 

Grenside had the reredos, that 

was carved by a Mr. Robinson in 1907, painted in its present 

colours in memory of her sister Mary. 

The chapel has a board lis'ng the incumbents of the church set 

near a sealed off door. It is planned to re-open this door to enable 

access to what will be a quieter area should the main nave be used 

for other ac$vi$es. The east window was originally at the end of 

the south aisle and much taller. Mr. Woodyer had it shortened to 

make room for a chapel reredos. The floor signifies where the end 

of the south aisle would have originally been. Low down towards the outside wall is an 
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